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Why are the letters shown on a line?

The line can be ¢ super helpful cue for distinguishing letters when reading Hebrew words. Have a look ot all the

letters. Most? letters sit on the line. One floats above the line [yud). Five latters drop below the line (chaf soieet,
nun sofeet, fay soleet, tzodi scfeet ond kaof).

When reading, you can pencil in ¢ line underneath any word to help you distinguish letters.
This iz a helphul tool to help eliminate confusion between similar looking letters like doled, resh
and chaf sofeet; vav, nun and nun sofeet. It also helps highlight sofeet lefters. See page 18,

rule six.




1. VOWELS
In Hebrew, vowels are symbols that come below, beside or above the letters. Most vowels appear
under the letters. When recding, always look to see if the vowel is below, beside or above the letter.

On this page, remember to read these vowels from right to left,
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2. VOWELS WITH YUD
When the ‘ee’ vowel | - ), the "oy’ vowel [ =+ ), and the ‘eh’ vowel ( =*) ore followed by yud, they
make an ‘ee’ bean, an ‘ay’ beon and an ‘eh’ beon. SPECIAL RULE: When the ‘ch’ vowel [ — )
is followed by yud and is also at the end of @ word, it mokes the “eye” sound. Drawing o “bean”
around the vowel and the yud that follows helps us see this combination.

EYE EH AY EE

3. CHATAF VOWELS
1. Patach { —) and chataf patach { —: | make the same sound, the “ch” sound.
2. Segol [ «+ ) and chotof segol { «-: | make the same sound, the “eh” sound.
3. Kamaiz (T ) mekes the “oh” sound, BUT, chataf kamatz { T3 ) is specicl. It makes a soft “ch” sound.

Special Rule: CH EH AH
E; ‘:‘.‘ [: :'.: o -
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ch = ch as in chellah




4. LETTERS WITH DOTS INSIDE
There ore only six letters whose sound is affected by c dot or dogesh: bet (2), kef {2). poy (D),
shin ( ¥ ), sin () and vav when it is the vowel (OH Y or OO ). You might see other letters with
a dagesh. The dagesh does not change the sound of these letters. It gives them emphasis.

5. FINAL LETTERS (SOFEET LETTERS)
There are five final (sofeet) letters in the aleph bet. Sofeet letters cppear only ot the end of o
word. All the sofeet letters drop below the line excopt for mem sofoet. The sofeet letters ore-

shaf sofeet [ =), mem sofeet ), nun sofeet (1), fay sofeet (8 ), end tzodi sofeet ).
3 ® i 5 @

6. LETTERS THAT LOOK ALIKE
There are groups of letters in the aleph bet that look similar and can be easily confused.
The clues to what makes each letter different are in its corners, curves, toes and fails.
Does the letter have a corner 3 oracurve D 2
Is the opening on the top I or the bottom £ 2
Does the letter sit on the line or extend below it - orq_ 2
Name these other look-clike letters: ™™ 'l'l’ﬁ I]’ DD Y 1

See The Aleph Bet Story for more letter clues and descriptions.

7. CHAF SOFEET ENDINGS
The chof sofeet is read with its vowel! and cppears in the following forms. You will notice
that these chafl sofeat endings appear frequently in the proyers.
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9. THE “CLEAR YOUR THROAT” SOUND
In Hebrew, there is no “ch” sound as in choir. The “ch” sound in Hebrew is the clecr your throat
sound that you say in the word challah. The three letters that make the clecr your throat “ch”

sound are chet | [T ), chaf [ D ) and chof sofeet | ‘I). The “ch” is underlined to help you
remember to make the clear your throat sound,

10. ACH SOUND
When the letter chet is the last letter of o word and has the patoch vowel below it [ 777 ),
it is read as “ach”. It's not “cho”. At the end of @ word, it always mokes the “och™ sound.

my oM e

11. WHEN THE KAMATZ VOWEL IS READ AS THE SOFT “OH" SOUND
When you see the word '7; , It is not read as "kal”, it is read as “kol” with o soft “oh” sound.
Other forms of '7: that you will see are l?; ’ 5.?? and ‘7?31 Sometimes forms of the word
W'_[‘? ore also read os the “oh” sound. One example is W'!E recd as “kohd-shihcha™,
In this book, the csterisk * means that the kamatz vowel [ T ) is read as “oh”.

GOD’S NAME

God's Name is not read the way it is written when it is spelled as YUD-YUD | »)

or YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY | ﬂﬁ;.'!f ). These spellings are usually proncunced as Adonai. Your congregetion
may have different ways of s.oying God’s name. In addifion, do not confuse these spellings of God's
name with the word yud-hei-yudhei | 131 ) which is ¢ verb ond means ‘will be”. Books with God's
name, including this one must be trected with respect and buried in o genizah rather than discarded.
English nouns and pronouns in the prayer section of this book are copitalized when they refer 1o God.




Syligbles
Hebrew words break down into syllables just as words do in English. Mony fimes, one lofter
and the vowel beneath it form one syllable or beat. Several letters con also combine to creafe

one syllable. f" ?$U E’?Q N3
3 Buote 2 Boot; | Beat
Shvg

The shva vowel (2 ) is very important in forming syllables. It has two rolas:
1. At the beginning of & word, the shva (“ih” sound] emphasizes the sound of the letter
and forms one beat. This vowel is called shvo nah.

ny?  aioh iy

2. Inside @ word, the shva ends a beat, Put the shva lefter together with the letter
before it. Together, they make a beat. This vowel is called shva nach,

MW Sy obn

3. When double shva oppecrs, the first shva ends o beot, the second shve is its own beat.
N3 @)
SNl s NN -
COO0LRULE
‘Beots and Baskets’ is the handiest trick or skill you will learn. Make ‘beats and baskets’ for loops)

your first step when reading in Hebrew. You will quickly see that long words become o lot oasier
to read.

Remember, when you are working on a copy of your Hofiarah, Torch portion or ony prayer, you con

pull your pencil out ot ony time ond do beats and baskets to break down & long word or ony word
that seems particularly challenging. Exercise: For the words below, put each beat in o basket.
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